CHAPTER XIV.

THE SECOND PUNIC WAR.—FROM THE
PASSAGE OF THE PYRENEES TO THE
BATTLE OF CANNAE. (218-216.)

In the spring of 218 Hannibal started from Catthdgo Nova to
invade Ttaly. His army consisted of 90,000 infantry, 12,000 cavalry,
and 37 elephants. His march to the Pyrenees occupied two months,
owing to the opposition of the Spanish allies of Rome. Hannibal
now sent back a part of his troops, retaining 50,000 infantry and
9,000 cavalry, all veterans. With these he crossed the mountains,
and marched along the coast by Narbo (Narbonne) and Nemansus
(Nimes), through the Celtic territory, with little opposition. The
last of July found him on the banks of the Rhone, opposite Avenio
(Avignon). The Romans were astonished at the rapidity of his

movements.
The Consuls of the year were SCIPIO and SEMPRONIUS.

The former had been in Northetn Italy, leisurely collecting
forces to attack Hannibal in Spain; the latter was in Sicily, making
preparations to invade Africa. Scipio set sail for Spain, touching
at Massilia near the end of June. Learning there for the first ime
that Hannibal had already left Spain, he hoped to intercept him on
the Rhone. The Celtic tribes of the neighborhood were won over
to his side. Troops collected from these were stationed along the
tiver, but Scipio’s main army remained at Massilia. It was Hannibal’s
policy to cross the river before Scipio arrived with his troops. He
obtained all the boats possible, and constructed numerous rafts to
transport his main body of troops. A detachment of soldiers was
sent up the river with orders to cross at the first available place, and,
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retutning on the opposite bank, to surptise the Celtic forces in the
rear. The plan succeeded. The Celts fled in confusion, and the road
to the Alps was opened. Thus Scipio was outgeneralled in the ve
beginning, 7
_ His course now should have been to teturn to Northern Ttaly
with all his forces, and take every means to check Hannibal there
Instead, he sent most of his troops to Spain under his brother.
Gnaeus Scipio, and himself, with but 2 few men, set sail for Pisae

Meanwhile Hannibal hurried up the valley of the Rhonc.:
across tl?e Isara, through the fertile country of the AJlobroges’
arrtving, in sixteen days from Avenio, at the pass of the first Alpin;
range (Mont du Chat). Crossing this with some difficulty, owing
to the nature of the country and the resistance of the C,elts he
hastened on through the country of the Centrénes, along the m;rth
bank of the Isara. As he was leaving this river and approachin
the pass of the Little St. Bernard, he was again attacked by thg
Celts, and obliged to make the ascent amidst continual and blood
encc;m;ti;s. After toiling 2 day and a night, however, the arrn;r
reached the summit of the . i
e o ot of ¢ pass. Here, on a table-land, his troops

. The hardships of the descent were fulljr as great, and the
fertile valley of the Po was a welcome sight to the half-’famished
and exhausted soldiers. Here they encamped, in September, and
tecruited their wearied energics. ’

This famous march of Hannibal from the Rhone lasted thirty-
three days, and cost him 20,000 infantry and 3,000 cavalry.

The lliomans were still unprepared to meet Hannibal. One
army was in Spain under Gnaeus Scipio; the other in Sicily, on
its way to Africa, under the Consul Sempronius. The on} trc;o 5
Vu-;um:.ed‘lz;'tf:]:yI available were a few soldiers that had been le)izt in tIE:e

. .

o Syoc; def:ctli’gnfo restrain the Gauls, who had recently shown

Publius Cotnelius Scipio, upon his return from Massiliz, took
c'omm:.m_d of these. He met Hannibal first in October, 218 ne,ar the
tiver Ticinus, a trbutaty of the Po, A cavalry skirmisl"l foll’owed in
which he was wounded and rescued by his son, a Iad of sevente,en

afterwards the famous Afticanus. The Rom i
; : an
with considerable loss. s were discomfited,
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Theythen retreated, crossing the Po at Placentia, and destroying
the bridge behind them. Hannibal forded the river farther up, and
marched along its right bank until he reached its confluence with
the Trebia, opposite Placentia. Here he encamped.

Meanwhile Semptonius, who had been recalled from Sicily,
relieved the disabled Scipio. -

Early one raw morning in December, 218, the vanguard of
the Carthaginians was ordered to cross the Trebia, and, as soon
any resistance was met, to retreat. The other troops of Hannibal
were drawn up ready to give the enemy a hot reception, if, as he
expected, they should pursue his retreating vanguard. Sempronius
was caught in the trap, and all his army, except one division of
10,000, was cut to pieces. The survivors took refuge in Placentia
and Cremona, where they spent the wintet. Sempronius himself
escaped to Rome.

The result of TREBIA was the insurrection of all the Celtic
tribes in the valley of the Po, who increased Hannibal’s army by
60,000 infantry and 4,000 cavalry. While the Carthaginian was
wintering near Placentia, the Romans stationed troops to guard the
two highways leading north from Rome and ending at Arretium and
Ariminum, The Consuls for this year were GATUS FLAMINIUS
and GNAEUS SERVILIUS. The former occupied Arretium, the
latter Ariminum. Here they were joined by the troops that had
wintered at Placentia.

In the spring, Hannibal, instead of attempting to pursue his
march by either of the highways which were fortified, outflanked
the Romans by turning aside into Etrutia. His route led through
a marshy and unhealthy country, and many soldiers perished.
Hannibal himself lost an eye from ophthalmia. When he had arrived
at Faesulae a report of his course first reached Flaminius, who at

once broke camp and endeavored to intercept his enemy. Hannibal,
however, had the start, and was now near LAKE TRASIMENUS.

Here was a pass with a high hill on one side and the lake
on the other. Hannibal, with the flower of his infantry, occupied
the hill. His light-armed troops and hotsemen were drawn up in
concealment on either side.

The Roman column advanced (May, 217), without hesitation,
to the unoccupied pass, the thick morning mist completely
concealing the position of the enemy. As the Roman vanguard
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approached the hill, Hannibal gave the signal for attack. The cavalry
closed up the entrance to the pass, and at the same time the mist
rolled away, revealing the Carthaginian arms on the right and left.
It was not a battle, but a mere rout. The main body of the Romans
was cut to pieces, with scaccely any resistance, and the Consul
himself was killed. Fifteen thousand Romans fell, and as many
more were captured. The loss of the Carthaginians was but 1,500

and was confined mostly to the Gallic allies, All Etrutia was lost.
and Hannibal could march without hindrance upon Rome, whosc:
citizens, expecting the enemy daily, tore down the bridges over the
‘Tiber and prepared for 2 siege. QUINTUS FABIUS MAXIMUS
was appointed Dictator.

Hannibal, however, did not march upon Rome, but turned
through Umbtia, devastating the country as he went. Crossing the
Apennines, he halted on the shores of the Adriatic, in Picénum,
After giving his army a rest, he proceeded along the coast into
Southern Italy. -

. ‘The Romans, seeing that the city was not in immediate danger,
raised another army, and placed the Dictator in command. Fabius’
was 2 man of determination and fitmness, well advanced in years
He determined to avoid a pitched battle, but to dog the steps of:
the enemy, harassing him and cutting off his supplies as far as
possible.

Meanwhile Hannibal again crossed the mountains into the heart
o.f Italy to Beneventum, and from there to Capua, the largest Italian
city dependent upon Rome. The Dictator followed, condemnin.
his soldiers to the melancholy task of looking on in inaction Whﬂg
the f:nemy’s cavalry plundered their faithful allies. Finally, i:"abius
obta.u?ed what he considered a favorable opportunity for zu,l attack,
Hanmba.l, disappointed in his expectations that Capua would be
fnendliy to him, and not being prepared to lay siege to the town
had. \‘wthdrawn towards the Adriatic. Fabius intercepted him nea;
Ca:sﬂmum, in Campania, on the left bank of the Volturnus, The

heights that commanded the right bank of the river were occupied

~ by his main army; and the road itself, which led across the tiver, was

guarded by a strong division of men.
Hannibal, however, ordered his light-armed troops to ascend

the heights over the road during the night, driving before them
oxen with burning fagots tied to their horns, giving the appearance
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of an army marching by torchlight. The plan was successful. The
Romans abandoned the road and marched for the heights, along
which they supposed the enemy were going. Hannibal, with a clear
road before him, continued his march with the bulk of his army.
The next morning he recalled his light-armed troops, which had
been sent on to the hills with the oxen. Their engagement with the
Romans had resulted in a severe loss to Fabius.

Hannibal then proceeded, without oppositdon, in a
northeasterly direction, by a very circuitous route. He arrived in

Luceria, with much booty and a full money-chest, at harvest time.

Near here he encamped in a plain rich in grain and grass for the
support of his army.

At Rome the policy of Fabius was severely critcised. His
apparent inaction was displeasing to a large party, and he was called
Cunctator (the Delayer). At length the assembly voted that his
command be shated by one of his lieutenants, Marcus Minucius.
The army was divided into two corps; one under Marcus, who
intended to attack Hannibal at the first opportunity; the other
under Fabius, who still adhered to his former tactics. Matcus made
an attack, but paid deatly for his rashness, and his whole corps
would have been annihilated had not Fabius come to his assistance
and covered his retreat. Hannibal passed the winter of -217-216
unmolested.

The season was spent by the Romans in active preparations for
the spring campaign. An army of 80,000 infantry and 6,000 cavalry
was raised and put under the command of the Consuls, LUCIUS
AMILIUS PAULLUS and GAIUS TERENTIUS VARRO. It was
decided to test Hannibal’s strength once more in open battle. His
army was only half as strong as the Roman in infantry, but was
much superior in cavalry.

In the early summer of 216 the Consuls concentrated their
forces at CANNAE, a hamlet near the mouth of the Aufidus.
Early one morning in June the Romans massed their troops on the
left bank of the river, with their cavalry on either wing, the right
under Paullus, and the left under Varro. The Proconsul Servilius
commanded the centre.

The Carthaginians were drawn up in the form of a crescent,
flanked by cavalry. Both armies advanced to the attack at the same
time. The onset was tetrible; but though the Romans fought with
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a courage increased by the thought that their homes, wives, and
children were at stake, they were overwhelmed on all sides, Seventy
thousand fell on the field, among whom were Paullus, Servilius,
many officers, and eighty men of senatotial rank. This was the most
crushing defeat ever experienced by the Romans. All Southern Italy,

except the Latin colonies and the Greek cities on the coast, went
over to Hannibal.
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CHAPTER XV.

THE SECOND PUNIC WAR.-FROM CANNAE
TO THE BATTLE OF ZAMA (216-202).

ROME was appalled; but though defeated, she was not
subdued. All the Latin allies were summoned for 2id in the common
petil. Boys and old men alike took up arms even the slaves were
promised freedom if they would join the ran}{s. .

Hannibal marched from Cannae into Campania. He
induced Capua, the second city of Italy, to side with him. But his
expectations that other cities would follow her example were
not fulfilled. He went into winter quarters here (21.5-214). 'Ijhe
Capuans, notorious for their luxurious and ef.femmate h_ab1‘ts,
are said to have injured his soldiers. But Hannibal’s superiofity
as 2 general is unquestionable, and his want of success after this
was due to insufficient zid from home, and to the fact that the
resources of Rome were greater than those of Cartbage. The
Latin allies of Rome had remained true to their allegiance, and

only one city of importance was under his control. It was an
easy matter to conquer the enemy in open battle, but to support
his own army was mote difficult, for all Italy bad bef,n devastated.
On the other hand, the Romans were well supplied with food from
i ions in Sicily. :

thes I;;):rj::;al SaW, thereyfore, that mote active measures than those
already employed were necessary. He sent to Carthage an 'appeal
for aid. He formed an alliance with Philip V. of Maciadoma, and
earnestly urged Hasdrubal Baroa, his lieutenant 1n Spain, to come
to his assistance. He hoped, with this army from t.he north, with
supplies and reinforcements from Carthage, and with such troops
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as he might obtain from Macedonia, to concentrate a large force at
Rome and compel her into submission.

The Romans, realizing the position of Hannibal, kept what
forces they could spate in Spain, under the two Scipio brothers,
Publius and Gnaeus. With these they hoped to stop reinforcements
from reaching the enemy from that quarter. At the same time
their army in Northern Greece effectually engaged the attention
of Philip. Thus two years (214-212) passed without any material
change in the situation of affairs in Ttaly.

In 212, while the Carthaginians were in the extreme south
of Italy, besieging Tarentum, the Romans made stremuous efforts
to recover Campania, and especially Capua. Hannibal, learning the
danger, marched rapidly north, and failing to break through the
lines which enclosed the city, resolved to advance on Rome itself.

Silently and quickly he marched along the 17z Latine through
the heart of the tertitory of Rome, to within three miles of the city,
and with his vanguard he even rode up to one of the city gates. But
no ally joined him; no Roman force was recalled to face him; no
proposals of peace reached his camp. Impressed by the unmoved
confidence of the enemy, he withdrew as quickly as he came, and
tetreated to his headquarters in the South.

Capua fell in 211, and the seat of war, to the great relief of
Rome, was removed to Lucania and Bruttium. The punishment
inflicted upon Capua was severe. Seventy of her Senators were
killed, three hundred of her chief citizens imprisoned, and the
whole people sold as slaves. The city and its territory were declared
to be Roman territory, and the place was afterwards repeopled by
Roman occupants.

Such was the fate of this famous city. Founded in as eatly
times as Rome itself, it became the most flourishing city of Magna
Graecia, renowned for its luxury and refinement, and as the home
of all the highest arts and culture.

AFFAIRS IN SICILY.

HIERO 1II., tyrant of Syracuse, died in 216. Daring his long
reign of more than fifty years he had been the stanch friend and ally
of Rome in her struggles with Carthage. Hieronymus, the grandson
and successor of Hiero, thought fit to ally himiself with Carthage.
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The young tyrant, who was arrogant and cruel, was assassinated
after reigning a few months.

The Roman Governor of Sicily, MARCELLUS, troubled by
the Carthaginian faction in Syracuse, threatened the city with an
attack unless the leaders of this faction wete expelled. In return,
they endeavored to arouse the citizens of the neighboring city of
Leontini against Rome and the Roman party in Syracuse. Marcellus
at once attacked and stormed Leontini. The Syracusans then
closed their city gates against him. A siege of two years (214-212)
followed, famous for the various devices adopted by the noted
mathematician ARCHIMEDES?® to defeat the movements of the
Romans. The city was finally betrayed by a Spanish officer, and
given up to plundet. The art treasures in which it was so rich were
conveyed by Marcellus to Rome. From this time (212) the city
became a part of the province of Sicily and the headquarters of
the Roman Governor.

THE CAMPAIGNS IN SPAIN:

PUBLIUS CORNELIUS SCIPIO, with his brother, GNAEUS
CORNELIUS SCIPIO CALVUS, were winning victories over the
Carthaginians under HANNO and HASDRUBAL. The greatest
of these was fought in 215 at Ibera, the location of which is
uncertain. Spain was gradually being gained over to Rome, when the
Carthaginians, making desperate efforts, sent large reinforcements
there (212). The armies of the Scipios were separated, surptised,
and overwhelmed. Both their leaders were slain, and Spain was lost
to Rome.

Unless checked, the Carthaginians would now cross the Alps,
enter Italy, and, joining forces with Hannibal, place Rome in great
danger. PUBLIUS CORNELIUS SCIPIO, son of one of the slain
generals, then but twenty-four years of age, offered to go to Spain

15 Archimédes was 4 great investigator in the science of mathematics. He discovered
the ratio of 2 sphete to its circumsctibed cylinder. One of his famous sayings was,
“Give me where to stand, and I will move the world” He exerted his ingenuity
in the invention of powerful machines for the defence of Syracuse. Bight of his
works on mathematics are in existence. He was killed at the close of the siege
by a Roman soldier, who would have spared his life had ke not been too intent
on 4 mathematical problem to comply with the summons to sutrender. On his
tombstone, it is said, was engraved a cylinder enclosing a sphere.
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and take command. He had previously made himself very popular
as Aedile, and was unanimously elected to the command. On his
arrival in Spain in 210, he found the whole country west of the
Ebro under the enemy’s control.

Fortunately for the Romans, the three Carthaginian
generals, HASDRUBAL and MAGOQ, brothers of Hannibal and
HASDRUBAL, son of Gisco, did not act in harmony. Thus S,cipio
was enabled, in the following spring (209), to capture Carthago
Nova, the head-quarters of the enemy. A good harbor was gained
and eighteen ships of war, sixty-three transports, $600,000 anci
10,000 captives fell into the hands of the Romans. T

Shortly after, Scipio fought Hasdrubal, the brother of
Hannibal, at BAECULAE, in the upper valley of the Baetis
(Guadalquivir); but the battle was not decisive, for Hasdrubal was
soon seen crossing the Pyrenees, with a considerable force, on his
way to Italy. He spent the winter (209-208) in Gaul. ’

The two Carthaginian generals now in Spain, Mago, and
Hasdrubal, the son of Gisco, tetired, the latter to Lusitani; the
former to the Baleares, to wait for reinforcements from home?

‘ The next year another battle was fought near Baecula, resulting
in the total defeat of the Carthaginians, who retreated to Gadus, in
the southwestern part of Spain, ’

The country being now (206) under Roman influence, Scipio
crossed the straits to Africa, and visited the Numidian 1;rinccs
SYPHAX and MASINISSA, whom he hoped to stir up agains;
Carthage. On his return, after quelling a mutiny of the soldiers
who were dissatisfied about their pay, he resigned his command:

and started for Rome, where he intended to become 2 candidate
for the consulship.

OPERATIONS IN ITALY,

. The news of the approach of Hasdrubal caused intense
anxiety at Rome. Every nerve was strained to prevent the union
of the two brothers. The Consuls for this year (207) were GATUS
CLAUDIUS NERQ, a patrician, and MARCUS LIVIUS, a plebeian
To the former was intrusted the task of keeping Ha:mii;al in checl;

in Bruttd i i 1 i
o] lr;t e::.m, while the duty of intercepting Hasdrubal was given to
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The Carthaginian had already reached the neighborhood of
the river Metaurus, a small stream south of the Rubicon. From
here he sent messengers to inform his brother of his approach
and proposed line of march. These messengers were captured by
Nero, and the contents of their despatches learned. He at once
pushed north with his forces, joined Livius, met Hasdrubal on
the METAURUS early in 207, and defeated his army with great
staughter. Among the slain was Hasdrubal himself, Nero returned
south without delay, and the first intimation that Hannibal had of
this battle was the sight of his brother’s head thrown into the camp
by the victorious foe.

The war in Italy was now virtually ended, for, although during
four years more Hannibal stood at bay in a corner of Bruttium,
he was powetless to prevent the restoration of Roman authority
throughout Italy. Nothing now remained to Carthage outside of
Africa, except the ground on which Hannibal was making his last
stand.

INVASION OF AFRICA.

Scipio, on his return from Spain, urged an immediate invasion
of Africa. He was elected Consul in 205, receiving Sicily as his
province, with permission to cross into Africa if it seemed to him
wise. He was so popular that voluntaty contributions of men,
money, and supplies pouted in from all sides. The old-fashioned
atistocracy, however, did not like him, as his taste for splendid
living and Greek culture was particularly offensive to them; and 2
party in the Senate would have recalled him, had not the popular
enthusiasm in his favor been too strong to be resisted.

In 204 he sailed from Lilybaeum, and landed near Utica. He
was welcomed by Masinissa, whose friendship he had gained in his
previous visit to Africa from Spain. Syphax, however, sided with
Carthage; but in 203 Scipio twice defeated him and the Carthaginian
forces.

Negotiations for peace followed, but the war party in
Carthage prevailed. Hannibal was recalled. He returned to fight
his last battle with Rome, October 19, 202, at ZAMA, a short

distance west of Carthage. The issue was decided by the valor of
the Roman legions, who loved their commander and trusted his
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skill. Hannibal met his first and only defeat, and Scipio won his title
of AFRICANUS. The battle was 2 hard one. After all the newly
enrolled troops of Hannibal had been killed or put to flight, his
veterans, who had remained by him in Italy, although surrounded
on all sides by forces far outnumbering their own, fought on, and
;_xrf:rle kt].l;lclilﬂ onedby one around their beloved chief. The arm}: was
atriy annihilated. Hannibal, wi
i I_;;drumétum_ » with only a handful, managed to escape
The battle of Zama decided the fate of the West. The power
of Carthage was broken, and her supremacy passed to Rome. She
was allowed to retain her own tertitory intact, but all her war-ships,
except ten, were given up, and her prisoners restored; an annual ta.:;
of about $200,000, for fifty years, was to be paid into the Roman
treasury, and she could carry on no war without the consent of
Rome, Masinissa was tewarded by an increase in territory, and was
enrolled among the “allies and friends of the Roman pcoi:ie.”
.Rome was now safe from any attack. She had become 2 great
Mediterranean power. Spain was divided into two provinces, and
the north of Africa was under her protection. ,
Such was the result of the seventeen years® struggle. Scipio
was welcomed home, and surnamed AFRICANUS, He enjoyed a
triumph never before equalled. His statue was placed, in triumphal
robes and crowned with laurels, in the Capitol. Many honors were
thrust upon him, which he had the sense to refuse, He lived quietly
for some years, taking no part in politcs.
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Trouble again arose in Macedonia twenty years after
Pydna, culminating in what is sometimes called the FOURTH
MACEDONIAN WAR (149-146). Under the leadership of
ANDRISCUS, who claimed to be a son of Perseus, the people
rebelled against the protection of Rome. They were twice defeated
in 148 by the praetor QUINTUS CAECILIUS METELLUS, who
gained the agnomen of MACEDONICUS. The country was made
a Roman province, with 2 Roman magistrate at its head.

At this time the Achaeans were quarrelling with Sparta.
Metellus warned them to desist, and when the Achaeans advanced
against him, he easily defeated them near SCARPHEIA.

Metellus was a moderate reformer and a model man. He
belonged to an illustrious plebeian gens, the Caecilian, Before his
death in 115 three of his sons had been consuls, one censor, and
the fourth was a candidate for the consulship.

Metellus was succeeded in Greece by LUCIUS MUMMIUS,
a cruel and harsh leader. The remnant of the Achaean army had
taken refuge in CORINTH. The Senate directed Mummius to

attack the city. Its capture in 146 was marked by special cruelties.
The city was burned to the ground; beautiful pictures and costly
statuary wete ruthlessly destroyed. Gold in abundance was carried
to Rome. The last vestige of Greek liberty vanished. The country
became 2 Roman province under the name of ACHAIA.

Cotinth, the “eye of all Greece,” remained in ruins for 2
century, when it was rebuilt in 46 by Julius Caesar, who planted on
its site a colony of veterans and freedmen.
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CHAPTER XIX.

THE THIRD PUNIC WAR,
AND FALL OF CARTHAGE.

Fifty years had passed since Zama. It was a peri
commercial prosperity for Carthage, but her ggv;zi:itgf::st
weakened by the quartels of conflicting factions.

MASINISSA, King of Numidia, an ally of the Romans, was
a continual source of annoyance to Carthage. He made ha;oads
upon her ter.ritory, and, as she was bound by her treaty not to war
tsxssnt anIy a]ih;?s of ROIEE, her only recourse was to complain to the

ate. In an embassy was sent to inquite int
MARF:US PORCIUS CATO, the chief qof the Oe:nhsaioul-i:i
especially alarmed at the prosperity of the city, and from thz': tim
never ceased to urge its destruction. The embassy did not reach :me
decision, but allowed matters to go on as they might. Finall whey
some sympathizers with Masinissa were banished from t};;e ci .
he attacked and defeated the Carthaginians, compelled their artriy’
'2(1)5%;32 undiler the yoke, and afterwards treacherously destroyed 1)1:
. Cartha, i
e 50000 (%: 1\232 :?n:;]tl;elled to give up some of her territory, and
After this victory, matters came to a crisi i
disciplined for warring with an ally of Rt:fxlf: ‘clzz 22;: u;a:cilss
- to close any speech he might make in the Senate with the s
cruel words, Delenda est Carthago, “Carthage must be destro agl’f
The people of Carthage were called to account. De:spondingY : .d
b.roken-hearted, they sent ambassadors to Rome. The ansv::r
‘given them was obscure. They were requested to make treparation
~ to Rome, and at the same time they were assured that nothing
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should be undertaken against Carthage herself. But in 149 the
Consuls crossed with a large army into Sicily, where the troops were
organized, and Carthaginian ambassadors were expected.

When they appeared, the Consuls declared that the Senate did
not wish to encroach upon the freedom of the people, but only
desired some security; for this purpose it demanded that, within
thirty days, three hundred children of the noblest families should
be delivered into their hands as hostages. This demand was met.
The Romans then coolly crossed over to Africa, and informed
the Carthaginians that they wete ready to treat with them on any
question not previously settled.

When the ambassadors again appeared before the Consuls,
they were told that Carthage must deliver over all her arms and
artillery; for, they said, as Rome was able to protect her, there was
no need of Carthage possessing arms. Hard as was this command,
it was obeyed. They were then told that Carthage had indeed shown
her good will, but that Rome had no control over the city so long
as it was fortified. The preservation of peace, therefore, required
that the people should quit the city, give up their navy, and build a
new town without walls at a distance of ten miles from the sea. The
indignation and fury which this demand excited were intense. The
gates were instantly closed, and all the Romans and Italians who
happened to be within the city were massacred.

The Romans, who expected to find a defenceless population,
imagined that the storming of the place would be an easy matter.
But despair had suggested to the Carthaginians means of defence
in every direction. All assaults were repelled. Everybody was
engaged day and night in the manufacture of arms. Nothing can
be mote heartrending than this last struggle of despair. Every man
and every woman labored to the uttermost for the defence of the
city with a furious enthusiasm. .

Two years after the siege began, PUBLIUS CORNELIUS
SCIPIO AFRICANUS, the Younger, was elected Consul while but
thirty-seven (under the legal age), for the express purpose of giving
him charge of the siege. After two years of desperate fighting
and splendid heroism on the part of the defenders, the famished
gartison could hold out no longer.

Carthage fell in 146, and the ruins of the city burned for
seventeen days. The destruction was complete. A part of her
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territory was given to Numidia, :
oy cglaHEd AFRICA.dla The rest‘was made a Roman
The year 149 saw the death of two men who had been
l(139.rtc111age’sf a1I'lnost bitter enemies, but who were not allowed to see
er —
Otherc?;:; W—hveWINISSA and CATO, the one aged ninety, the
Masinissa’s (239-149) hosdlity dates from the time he failed
to get the promised hand of Hasdrubal’s daughter, Sophonisba
who was given to his rival, Syphax. After the battle of Zama,
most of. the possessions of Syphax fell to Masinissa, and amon ,
ther?: this same Sophonisba, whom he marzied. Sci;;io howevcrg
feating her influence over him, demanded her as a Rom;.n ca u've’
whereupon she took poison. Masinissa Was a courageous Fince,
but a convenient tool for the Romas, ¢ Pmce,
CATO THE ELDER (Major), (234-149,) whose long public
career was a constant struggle with the enemies of the state abroad
and with the fashions of his countrymen at home, was a type of’
rl_le 0/d Roman character, with a stern sense of duty that forbade
h.15 negle?ting the interests of state, farm, or household. In 184 in
his capacity as Censor, he acted with extreme rigor. He zealou,sl
asserted old-fashioned principles, and opposed the rowiny
tefldency to luxury. All innovations were in his .eyes little Iegss r.har%
cnmes: He was the author of several works, one of which. a treati
on agri.culture, has been preserved, , N
Cicero’s “Cato Major” fepresents him in his eighty-fourth year

discoursing about old a i .
! ge with Afr th .
a friend of the latter canus the younger, and Laelius,
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