
 
 

Primary Source Analysis: “Common Sense” 

Identify the Source: 

1. What is the nature of the source? __________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

2. Who created the source? ________________________________________________________ 

3. When was the source created? ____________________________________________________ 

4. Where was the source created? ___________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________ 

Contextualize the Source: 

1. What is the Historical Context for the source? _______________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________ 

2. What do we know about the creator of the source? ____________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

3. Why did this person write this? ___________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

Explore the Source: 

1. What factual information is included in the source? ___________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

 



2. What opinions are related to this source? ___________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

3. What is implied in this source? ___________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 


